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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. The previously allowed subject matter has been withdrawn and a new ground of 
rejection has been set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to v\/hich said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-20 and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Abecassis (561 0653) in view of Loveland (643781 9). 

Regarding claim 1 , Abecassis discloses an apparatus that automatically 
customizes a viewer-selected video in response to the viewer's preferences 
(Abecassis: column 1 , lines 20-23). This apparatus comprises "initiating an 
object tracking system" (Abecassis: figure 1 1 A, column 41 , lines 52-55, wherein 
the system is initiated as indicated by the start process and by using the remote), 
"magnifying the image while the object tracking system is activated" (Abecassis: 
figure 10D, column 42, lines 11-16, wherein the user presses a button to zoom, 
the object is the target), "selecting an object of interest in am image while the 
system is activated" (Abecassis: figure 10D, column 41, lines 52-61 , wherein the 
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user selects an object by using a target pointer and pressing a button on the 
remote), and "designating the object as the target of the tracking system while 
the system is activated" (Abecassis: figure 10D, column 41, lines 52-61, wherein 
the target pointer indicates the target). However this apparatus lacks decreasing 
the magnification based on a low confidence level as claimed. Loveland teaches 
that prior art tracking systems require a user's full attention (Loveland: column 1 , 
lines 40-43). To help alleviate this problem, Loveland discloses an automated 
tracking system in which "the magnification is decreased based upon a low 
confidence value" (Loveland: column 4, lines 55-59, wherein the magnification is 
the zoom, the low confidence value is obscured view). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to take the apparatus disclosed by Abecassis and add the magnification 
processing taught by Loveland in order to obtain a more versatile apparatus by 
allowing a user to perform more tasks since the users full attention is no longer 
required. 

Regarding claims 2, 11, and 17, Loveland discloses "the image is 
magnified by adjustment of an optical lens" (Loveland: column 3, lines 60-65, 
wherein the PTZ camera includes an optical lens). 

Regarding claims 4, 13, and 19, Loveland discloses "the magnification is 
an automatic result of the initiating the object tracking system" (Loveland: 
column 3, lines 56-64, wherein the initiating is the guard clicking on the person 
which initiates the tracking system). 
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Regarding claims 3, 12, and 18, Abecassis discloses "the image Is 
magnified by adjusting an electrical signal representing a part of the image" 
(Abecassis: column 42, lines 11-16, wherein the magnification is done using a 
remote which adjusts the electrical signal to the desired zoom level). 

Regarding claims 5, 14, and 20, Abecassis discloses "automatically 
changing the scale of the image following designation of the object as the target" 
(Abecassis: column 41 , lines 62-64, wherein the image is all the contents 
contained within the frame, changing the scale is adjusting the window frame to 
display the target in the center of the frame). 

Regarding claims 6, 15, and 31, Abecassis discloses "moving a cursor to 
superimpose the cursor on the object of interest in the image" (Abecassis: figure 
10D, wherein the cursor is the target pointer 1091 and the object of interest is the 
car 1092) and "signaling the tracking system that the cursor is superimposed on 
the object of interest" (Abecassis: column 41 , lines 52-61 , wherein signaling to 
the tracking system is done by the remote which indicates to the system that the 
target pointer is situated on or superimposed on the target). 

Regarding claims 7-10 and 16, although not disclosed, the object tracking 
system could comprise a touch screen display that simultaneously selects and 
designates the target upon the next touch of the display (Official Notice). Doing 
so would have been obvious in order to make the apparatus more user-friendly 
by providing the benefits of a touch screen display. 
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Regarding claim 30, Abecassis discloses "a first designating of an object 
in an image as a target for tracking" (Abecassis: figures 1 0D and 1 1 A, wherein 
the object is the car), "magnifying the image if a second designating of at least 
the object is performed within a predetermined time" (Abecassis: figure 1 1 A, 
column 44, lines 15-20, wherein the object is the car, the second designation is 
pressing the A or B buttons corresponding to the same object to set the user's 
desired zoom level), and "repeating the steps until the second designation is not 
performed and then tracking the object" (Abecassis: figure 10D and 11 A, 
wherein once the zoom level is set, the system continues tracking the object). 

Regarding claim 32, note the examiners rejection for claims 1 and 30. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dave Czekaj whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7327. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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DJC 




